THE US-AFG WOMENS COUNCIL NINTH SEMIANNUAL MEETING CONVENED.

The US-Afghan Women’s Council (USAWC) gathered at the Foreign Ministry in Kabul on July 18, 2007 for its ninth semi-annual meeting. His Excellency Dr. Rangin Dadfar Spanta, the Minister of Foreign Affairs; Dr. Husan Bano Ghazanfar, the Minister of Women's Affairs; and Dr. Paula Dobriansky, the United State’s Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Global Affairs co-chaired the meeting. The US delegation was accompanied by Ambassador William Wood, the US Ambassador to Afghanistan, and members of the US Embassy and USAID in Kabul. The Afghan participants included high government officials as well as members of the civil society and private sector. Speakers included excellencies Mohammed Hanif Atmar, the Minister of Education; Dr. Dadfar, Minister of Higher Education; Dr. Seema Samar, the Human Rights Commissioner; Ms. Sharifa Sharif, Advisor to the President; Zohra Rasekh, Director of Human Rights and Women’s International Affairs; Shamim Jawad, Ayanda; Seema Ghani, Deputy Director of the Afghan Chamber of Commerce; Hassina Shirjan, President of Boumi; Katrin Wardak, President of Parwaz Microfinance Institute and Hamida Abadi, Director of Reproductive Health from the Ministry of Public Health. 
The Council addressed the economic participation, education, health and the political and judicial arenas for Afghan women as well as some issues regarding Afghan children. Both the Afghan and US delegations reviewed progress on initiatives to empower Afghan women, which were identified at the last meeting in Washington, and identified additional need areas and means of support for Afghan women. In his opening remarks to Council members and participants, the Foreign Minister highlighted the progress in the situation of women in Afghanistan since the fall of the Taliban, and emphasized on the immense need for further improvement in the lives of women in Afghanistan. Dr. Spanta valued the USAWC positive role in the empowerment of Afghan women, and vowed to work with the Council to maintain the women issues a priority of the Foreign Ministry and the government of Afghanistan as a whole. He also hoped for a more active collaboration and continued dialogue between the Afghan and the US Council members. 
The Ministers of Education and Higher Education stressed the crucial role that education plays in future of Afghan men and women, and in particularly in the empowerment of Afghan women. The US Ambassador announced additional funding of 60 million dollars for educational purposes in Afghanistan. The Council, which meets semiannually, alternating between Kabul and Washington D.C., was established on January 28, 2002, a decision made by Presidents Karzai and Bush in Washington, DC. The Council is comprised of members from the government and private sector, and it specifically promotes public/private partnerships between U.S. and Afghan institutions, and mobilizes private resources to ensure Afghan women gain the practical skills and education they need to improve their status and economic well-being. The Council also seeks to improve women’s access to health care and to reduce the adult illiteracy that impedes Afghan women’s status in all sectors of society.
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