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KABUL (AFP) – Five cabinet ministers joined nearly 200 Afghan officials and intellectuals to sign a petition released Wednesday to protest that a law signed by President Hamid Karzai oppresses women. 

The Shiite Personal Status Law, which Karzai signed in March, has sparked a storm of protest over allegations it enforces Taliban-era restrictions on women from the Shiite minority. 

Karzai has ordered a review, saying that any item that contradicts rights enshrined in the post-Taliban constitution would be corrected. 

A "declaration in protest," which warns against Taliban-style restrictions, has been agreed by five cabinet ministers led by Foreign Minister Rangin Dadfar Spanta, according to a copy handed to AFP by officials and emailed to media. 

It has also been endorsed by Independent Human Rights Commission chief Sima Samar, 22 parliamentarians, 68 university professors and 94 representatives of civil society, among others, it said.
